
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 

The Story of the Pony Express. By Glen D. Bradley. 
(Chicago. A. C. McClurg & Co. 1913. Pp. 175. $.75.) 

The Pony Express was an incidental enterprise of importance in the 
attempts to establish rapid communication between the Missouri River 
and the Pacific Coast during the early sixties. Before the middle of the 
nineteenth century explorers and traders in the far West had established 
three great thoroughfares across the continent. These were the Santa 
Fe. the Salt Lake, and the Oregon trails. The Mormon settlement of 
Utah and the discovery of gold in California led to the establishment of 
mail routes across the country. In spite of governmental subsidies, the 
difficulties occasioned by the Indians, the severe weather, especially in 
the mountains, irregular highways and absence of bridges made commu- 
nication particularly difficult and uncertain. Railroads and telegraph 
lines were being pushed east and west, but had not connected when the 
Civil War approached, and with it grave fears lest California be lost to 
the Union. Rapid communication was essential and into this gap was 
pushed the Pony Express, a thoroughly organized system of riders who 
carried the mails on horseback between stations maintained along the 
route. For sixteen months the daring men identified with this work with 
unsurpassed courage and unflinching endurance kept the two sections m 
communication with each other until, in October, 1861. telegraph wires 
took the place of flesh and blood as means of communication, and the 
Pony Express passed into history, and CaHfornia was saved to the Union. 
The Pony Express failed in a financial way to reimburse its organizers, 
but it served the country well and gave another opportuntiy for the exer- 
cise of "man-defying American pluck and determination — qualities that 
have always characterized the winning of the West." Mr. Bradley's 
theibe has much in it of romance and heroism and he has lost none of 
it in the telling. Edward McMahon. 



The Coming Canada. (The World To-day Series.) By Jo- 
seph King Goodrich. Sometime Professor in the Imperial Government 
College. Kyoto. (Chicago. A. C. McClurg «t Co. 1913. Pp. VIII. 
309. $1.50 net.) 

This book was written not for the specialist in history or political 
science, but for the general reader, and should be judged from that stand- 
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point. It is largely a compilation from satisfactory authorities, but the 
author rehes upon direct knowledge gained by travel during the past 
twenty-five years and he has also received suggestions and statistics from 
the various departmental authorities at Ottawa. The book has no inde- 
pendent historical value, but forms a good guide for the general reader 
and is well worth perusal by one who is contemplating a Canadian tour 
or desires a bird's view of present conditions. The range of topics is 
broad, covering, with the exception of present party politics and prob- 
lems of racial and religious assimilation, all subjects of major interest. 

One excellent chapter is devoted to sources of Canadian wealth; 
according to the view of the author, the greatness of The Coming Canada 
is founded upon agricultural products, live stock and kindred industries, 
rather than upon its mineral wealth. This seems to be the keynote of the 
book. Subjects worthy of especial mention are governmental policies for 
internal development, including the homestead laws; railway, past, present 
and future; and brief discussions of the social and economic relations of 
Canada and the United States. The description of local and central in- 
stitutions of government is adequate for the purposes of the general reader. 

The historical introduction, comprising the first quarter of the book, 
is the least satisfactory. It has no independent historical value and the 
facts may be obtained elsewhere in briefer and more satisfactory shape. 
The notices, however, of official processes by which the present bound- 
aries of the Dominion were attained, are adequate. 

The forty illustrations from photographs add greatly to the attrac- 
tiveness of the volume; but the reviewer regrets that at least one of them 
could not have been replaced by a good map. 

Oliver H. Richardson. 



Subject Index to the History of the Pacific North- 
west AND of Alaska as Found in the United States Govern- 
ment Documents, Congressional Series, in the American 
State Papers, and in Other Documents, 1789-1881. Prepared 
by Katharine B. Judson, A. M., for the Seattle Public Library. (Pub- 
lished by the Washington State Library, Olympia, 1913. Pp. 341.) 

The compiling of this index involved the examining page by page 
of over 2,000 volumes of documents. One can readily imagine the dead- 
ening drag of such a piece of work unless it was done by a person with 
a historical sense who saw what a help it would be to ihose making a 
study of Pacific Northwest history from its original sources. TTiose who 
have tried by themselves to dig out material from early documents know 



